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Stanton is, in matters of this description, a Radical sen-
sationalist, ready to believe anything bad of those to whom
he is opposed; and is himself complicated with, if not a
prime mover in, the New Orleans difficulties and these
mischievous rumors.

August 4, Saturday, The Philadelphia movement is
gaining strength, but at the same time encountering tre-
mendous and violent opposition from the Eadicals. I trust
and think it will be successful, but the convention will be
composed of various elements, some of them antagonistic
heretofore, and the error is in not having distinctive prin-
ciples on which these prevailing opposing elements can
centre. The time has arrived when our countrymen must
sacrifice personal and mere organized party hostility for
the general welfare. Either the Radicals or the Govern-
ment are to be overthrown. The two are in conflict.

I have confidence that all will come out right, for I rely
on an overruling Providence and the good sense and intel-
ligence of the people. Hatred, deadly animosity towards
the whole South, a determination to deny them their Con-
stitutional rights, and to oppress and govern them, not
allow them to govern themselves, are the features of Rad-
icalism. It is an unsavory, intolerant, and persecuting
spirit, disgraceful to the country and age. Defeat in the
elections will temper and subdue its ferocity, while success
at the polls will kindle it to flames, which will consume
every sentiment of tolerance, justice, and Constitutional
freedom.

August 6, Monday. Am beset by disappointed naval
officers who think they have not had due promotion. This
may be the case with some, but the more I examine the
whole ground the better satisfied I am with the action
taken. One of the most afflicted is Commodore Hitchcock,
an old schoolboy friend, a good officer in peaceable times
and an exemplary man in every respect, who has well